DRAFT Minutes of Meeting

Edinburgh Sheriff Court held a meeting of the Personal Injury User Group on 27 May 2025 at 4:15pm
Present:

Sheriff Robert Fife, Chair

Sheriff C Dickson

Sheriff I Nicol

Sheriff K Campbell KC

Sheriff A Noble
Sheriff D Keir
Sheriff CA Walls

Kate Bennett, Advocate

Simon Hammond, Digby Brown

Peter Crooks, Lanarkshire Accident Law

Stephen Bryceland, BTO

Amy Reilly, Clyde & Co

Richard Poole, Thorntons Law

Eoin Quinn, Keoghs

Mary Morrison, Dundee City Council

Morag Shepherd, NHS CLO

Bruce Shields, Thompsons
G Miller

Morag Shepherd, NHS Central Legal Office
Catherine Currie, BTO Solicitors LLP
Gary White, CDi

Dave Grant, Court of Session

Fiona Pryke, HEO and Secretary

Naomi Porter, All Scotland EO

Michael Robb, All Scotland EO
Dave Young, All Scotland SEO

Garry Rendall, Civil HEO
	No.
	Item
	Action

	1.

2.
3.

4.
5.
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7.
8.
9.
10.


	Apologies etc.
Daniel Malloy, Greg McDougall, Andrew Lothian

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 25 February 2025
Minutes approved
Matters Arising from Minutes not otherwise on the Agenda
Training session Qs/As (part 2) 23 September 2025 at 4:30pm. 45-minute duration and same format as the 2024 session.
Stats update
Projected number of new actions  raised in ASSPIC in 2025 is 7000, motions lodged 17,000 and opposed motions 1,400 to 1,500.
Between January and May 2025 22 proofs proceeded and currently 2 proofs running this week. . 
Where we have proofs of 1 day duration we will endeavour to accommodate a secondproof in a PI court if resources allow. It would greatly assist the court if agents were able to focus minds so that they are able to better estimate the duration of proofs.
Given the volume of proofs assigned there will inevitably be the occasional proof which will need to be discharged due to lack of court timeThe court will do what itcan to minimise this.
There has been a build-up of unopposed motions to be processed due to public holidays but this is being closely monitored.

There is currently an ongoing review of All Scotland interlocutor styles by several PI sheriffs to bring the styles up to date.
Bulletin No 1/25+
First bulletin was successfully issued in March 2025 and to the bulletin will be issued to all PI users going forward. Users can contact the court with email addresses of anyone they wish to be included in the issuing of the bulletins. Feedback was positive. The bulletins will be issued around 7 days or so following the PIUG meetings.
IT developments
Gary White updated the group on civil online regarding writs and NID/defences. Gary said that All Scotland can be a proving ground for the new system and hopes that all practitioners will get on board with the new system once it comes online. Gary will set up demonstration services for all interested practitioners. Once out of the pilot, Gary hopes that a bulk booking system will be open to practitioner in a similar way to the Simple Procedure civil online process. Gary gave a demonstration of the functionality of civil online and gave a list of future functionality that is to be introduced in due course. 
Gary clarified that only one writ at a time will be able to be uploaded at a time at launch. Gary confirmed that the plan is for a system where all parts of process will be able to be bulk uploaded. When lodging a legally aided writ then all documents should be uploaded alongside the initial writ. 
The use of AI would not cause any application to be rejected and any rejected writs would be accepted after they had been checked by All Scotland staff. Gary clarified that at the moment civil online can accept files up to 50mb so large files can be lodged at the moment and the larger file size of 125mb should be available at the end of the summer months. 
Gary confirmed that Objective Connect will be phased out over the next few months for new cases but no clear date for that phase out.

The court will continue to encourage the use of civil online so that the transition from email lodging to digital lodging is monitored and in the best interests of both the court and its users.
Court 19
Court 19 is full operation and running proof business. A snagging list has been provided, and any outstanding items should be fixed promptly.
Procedural court business, Proofs and opposed motions
Disapplication of QUOCs: REMINDER there must have be a written application. 

Case management of proofs mentioned and will be considered in the future. Proofs may be called in on Monday morning for discussions before the Tuesday call over. The court wishes to see some more flexibility regarding starting days for proof. There is no formal agreement that case management of case will be implemented and currently on a case by case basis.
Court of Session PIUG
The meeting took place on the 7th May 2025, Sheriff Fife  attended to give support from an ASSPIC perspective. 
AOCB
Taxation of accounts 
Sheriff Fife attended an informal meeting with the Auditor and was informed they had until recently been understaffed with law accountants but now up to a full complement. They have also moved offices which had caused some disruption. 
Sheriff Fife advised that All Scotland had changed practice and accounts were being sent to the Auditor every 7-10 days.

The Auditor was alert to the ongoing difficulties and the need for a quick turnaround of accounts. Concerns were raised regarding the delay in the Auditors report which could be taking up to a year after the taxation to be released. The court will continue to keep in contact with the Auditor’s office for updates. 
Bruce Shields raised the question of interim payments of solicitors’ accounts. Sheriff Fife said that each case would be considered on its own merits Sheriff Nicol commented this may not be something that has been considered on a Sheriff Court wide basis so it may be that the issue would need to be argued in court for a PI sheriff to pronounce a note which could be followed by the court.
Specification of document against letters of request
All practitioners were directed to a note by Sheriff Campbell KC in Lindsay Kilpatrick v EUI Ltd SCI Edin. 1 para. 9 which reflects the position of All Scotland that has been ongoing for many years.

Outgoing HEO 
Sheriff Fife and  members thanked Fiona Pryke for all her hard work and dedication to the All Scotland cause over the past 9 years.
Graeme Watson has been appointed as a PI sheriff and takes up his post in August 2025.

Sheriff Fife advised he will be stepping down as administrative sheriff at the next PIUG meeting in August 2025and the Sheriff Principal has appointed Sheriff Campbell as the new administrative sheriff.

Next meeting date – 26 August 2025 by Webex
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· training session 2025 Qs/As September 2025?
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· motions generally
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· Gary White registration of Initial Writs online

· Productions - Civil Online v Objective Connect
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· spec of docs v letters of request
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STATS 2023/24 v 2024/25

	
	
	FEBRUARY
	MARCH
	APRIL
	TOTAL

	Registration 2023/24
	
	524
	485
	516
	1525

	Registration 2024/25
	
	589
	605
	535
	1729

	Motions lodged 2023/24
	
	1191
	1156
	1140
	3487

	Motions lodged 2024/25
	
	1415
	1485
	1375
	4275

	Opposed motions 2023/24
	
	77
	101
	100
	278

	Opposed motions 2024/25
	
	120
	124
	117
	361


2024/25 proof overview

	
	Proofs allocated
	Called(looking to proceed)
	Discharged LOCT
	Proceeded

	January 2025
	 510
	3
	       0
	3

	February 2025
	 510
	3
	        0
	3

	March 2025
	 510
	7


	        1
	6



	April 2025
	640 (5wks)
	 6
	         0
	6

	May 2025 
	530
	11
	        5
	4

	TOTAL
	2700
	30
	        6
	22


