DRAFT Minutes of Meeting
Edinburgh Sheriff Court held a meeting of the Personal Injury User Group on 24 February 2026 at 4.15pm

Present:
Sheriff K Campbell KC, Chair
Sheriff I Nicol
Sheriff C Dickson
Sheriff J Komorowski
Sheriff G Watson
Sheriff CA Walls
Sheriff F Thomson
Kate Bennett, Advocate 
Simon Hammond, Digby Brown
Bruce Shields, Thompsons
Stephen Bryceland, BTO
Natalie Gibb, Clyde & Co
Richard Poole, Thorntons Law
Andrew Lothian, DWF and FIOL
Naomi Porter, Sheriff Clerk Depute
Garry Rendall, Higher Executive Officer and Secretary 
Dave Young, Senior Executive Officer, Edinburgh Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Court
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	Apologies etc.

Sheriff D Keir, Morag Shepherd, Peter Crooks

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 23 November 2023

Agreed

Matters Arising from Minutes not otherwise on the Agenda

No matters arising

Stats Update

There has been an overall increase in business with a small decrease in December due to the festive period. This reflects the year-on-year increase which has been seen over the past few years. The proofs discharged due to lack of court time holds steady and is down on the numbers we saw before the opening of court 19.

Bulletin No 4/25

The bulletin is intended to be a source of information and assistance to court users, and feedback is welcomed by the court. 
Civil Online guidance will be included in the bulletin in future to further assist court users.

IT Developments 

Updates to Civil Online will be ongoing. Feedback from users is invited by the court to assist the continuing improvement of the portal. 

Court 18 and 19

Proofs are being allocated at around 39 weeks from timetable issue by the court to accommodate current business. 

Ex tempore judgments continue to used where appropriate following proofs business. These are necessarily much briefer in form and in length of narration than a judgment taken to avizandum.

Members of the group are reminded joint bundles of production must be lodged with the court in hard copy, bound and paginated, 48 hours prior to the proof calling. This is of great assistance to the court as business can be better prioritised and prepared by the sheriff. 


Procedural Court Business and Opposed Motions

The growth in the number of cases generally continues to lead to an increase in cases calling in the Monday and Friday procedural courts. The number of opposed motions being lodged with the court each week are currently able to be allocated to the two procedural court without any overspill. Volumes of business are monitored on an ongoing basis.

The court promotes parties having discussions regarding opposed motions as early as possible, with the goal that some opposed motion hearing may be avoided altogether, or at least the time spent in court shortened by narrowing areas of dispute.

Where opposed motions are able to be agreed outwith the need for a hearing it would be appreciated if this could be communicated to the court as early as possible to avoid any unnecessary court prep for both the sheriffs and the administrative staff.

The assigning of opposed motion hearings where parties’ availability was uncertain was raised. This will be considered further by the administrative staff and Sheriff Campbell and guidance will be given.

Unopposed Motions

The backlog in the processing of motions has been greatly reduced and we are working at a more reasonable turnaround time for motions. Sheriff Campbell recorded his appreciation of the effort made by staff to achieve this.

A business case has been made for an increase in staff for the All Scotland Court, and this is currently being considered.

The court is working on a more streamline and consistent process for dropping and pending motions where needed and this is ongoing but should be ready to implement promptly. 


Expenses

The Auditor’s office has said that they have been attempting to prioritise accounts coming from All Scotland and hopes to have no outstanding account older than 4 months. The goal is to have reports completed within 3 months of the diet of taxation. Recruitment of new staff is also being explored.

An issue arises where a minute of tender is accepted where the value is more than the sum sued for. The court cannot grant decree for more than the amount sued for so an amendment should be made within the motion for acceptance of tender to increase the sum sued for to the level of the tender which has been accepted.

In light of the current delays in taxation of accounts, Sheriff Nicol raised the question of interest on accounts of expenses.
Where a pursuer has been awarded expenses but agreement has been reached prior to taxation about the amount of expenses and entitlement to interest, the court would entertain a motion is received seeking decerniture for the agreed amount together with interest thereon from 28 days following the lodging of the account in terms of OCR 32.5


AOCB

None.

Date of Next Meeting - 26 May 2026 at 4:15pm by webex
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