Minute of Meeting

WebEx at Edinburgh Sheriff Court held a meeting of the Edinburgh Sheriff Court Personal Injury Users Group on 24 January 2023 at 4.15pm
Present:
Sheriff Fife, Chair

Sheriff Campbell KC

Sheriff Dickson

Sheriff Mundy

Morag Shepherd, NHS Central Legal Office
Richard Poole, Thorntons Law
Gordon Tolland, SLAB
Kate Bennett, Advocate
Greg MacDougall, Clyde&Co
Eoin Quinn, Keoghs
Simon Hammond, Digby Brown
Catherine Currie, BTO
Peter Crooks, Lanarkshire Accident Law
Bruce Shields, Thompsons Law
Andrew Lothian, FOIL
Elaine Wilson, Senior Executive Officer, Edinburgh Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Court

Dave Young, Senior Executive Officer, Edinburgh Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Court
Fiona Pryke, Higher Executive Officer, Edinburgh Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Court
Daniel Malloy, PI Clerk

Naomi Porter, PI Clerk
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	Apologies

Sheriff Primrose KC
Sheriff Keir
Welcome to Dave Young, the new SEO for the Civil Office and farewell and thank you to Elaine Wilson who has moved to the Criminal Office as SEO
Minute of Previous Meeting

No amendments were proposed. The minutes were approved.
Matters Arising from Minutes not otherwise on the Agenda
 No matters
Stats between August 2022 and September 2022

Writs warranted – 1719
Motions lodged – 4469
Opposed motions lodged – 345
Proofs/PBAs/debates proceeded – 11
Sheriff Fife had noted an increase in opposed motion hearings calling in the PI procedural court.
Sheriff Fife also mentioned that there will be a new PI Sheriff appointed around September and that we are keeping our eye on the ball to make sure we are properly resourced.
The motions team is running with a full complement of staff.
Proof Business – proofs continuing to run at 1 per week.

Judgments – Why do we not publish more judgments? 

Quite a lot of cases Sheriffs may wish to issue ex tempore judgments rather than full judgments due to measure of agreement, quantum agreed, liability issues may not be of particular interest, or there may be no wider interest. Judgments will be published where appropriate. 
Motions and Opposed motions:

There was a request for lodging parties to mark opposed motions in bold in the subject heading of the lodging email – this assists the team in identifying opposed motions sooner rather than them being left in the motions inbox, resulting in delay.

Opposed motion hearings should ideally be assigned 3 weeks after lodging, however there has been an increase in business in respect of opposed motions so motions can end up being assigned 4 weeks in advance. It was agreed to keep the loading of opposed motions under review and increase loadings where necessary.

Sheriff Fife mentioned earlier hearings can always be assigned if the court is informed and an opposed motion hearing can be allocated at short notice.
 If there is an agreed position on opposed motions the court could be informed as soon as possible rather than last minute due to the amount of preparation that goes into opposed motion hearings.

Proof Business and Hybrid Proof Business
A practical reminder was made regarding motions for a hybrid proof. These are to be lodged 21 days prior to the proof commencing. 
Andrew Lothian mentioned perhaps it is something that can be included in the PTM, Fiona Pryke agreed.
Proof business is currently running predominantly in-person with a few hybrid proofs going ahead.

Core Joint Bundle: general consensus is that the core bundle is helpful and Sheriffs prefer the core joint bundle for all types of proof business.
QOCS
Sheriff Campbell will shortly be publishing his decision in respect of section 8(4)a of the 2018 Act. 
Sheriffs can anticipate more QOCS cases in the foreseeable future, dependant on the outcome of the proof. QOCS very much a live issue.
Procedural Court

Reminder that documents for the Monday procedural court should be lodged no later than 12:30pm the Friday prior to the court for the Sheriff to prepare for the court. 
Anything lodged last minute cannot be guaranteed to have been seen prior to the court.

AOCB

Simon Hammond: Recovery of outlays update: Resolving most of the issues. Utilising FOIL which seemed to work. Still ongoing. Eoin Quinn: Early disclosure of medical evidence – as soon as defenders agents come onboard it would be useful for medical evidence to be disclosed from both sides. This may prevent motions/specification of documents being dropped last minute if medical evidence has been disclosed earlier. Peter Crooks agreed and noted it works both ways and both sides should adhere to same. 
Eoin Quinn mentioned when lodging motions unopposed or opposed it may be worth copying all sides in at the time of lodging so parties don’t miss anything in respect of intimation, opposition or dropping of motions.
Sheriff Fife thanked everyone for attending.

Date of next PIUG meeting: 23 May 2023

	


Agenda

Personal Injury User Group Meeting 

Tuesday, 24 January 2023 at 4:15pm via WebEx

1. Apologies

2. Staff changes

3. Minutes of previous meeting 

4. Matters arising, not otherwise on agenda

5. Stats update

6. Opposed motions

· email heading  OPPOSED MOTION

· hearings – delay/increased slots/earlier resolution?

7. Proofs

· late motions for hybrid proof

· productions for in-person proofs

8. QOCS

9. Procedural Court 

· late lodging of documents or written submissions (Monday morning+)

10. AOCB

· recovery of outlays from insurers Simon Hammond (update)

· disclosure of medical evidence/late dropping opposition specification of documents/minimising risk of late opposition (Eoin Quinn)

11. Date of next meeting

	
	AUGUST
	SEPTEMBER
	OCTOBER
	NOVEMBER
	DECEMBER

	Registration
	344
	327
	328
	413
	307

	Motions lodged
	921
	873
	917
	885
	873

	Opposed motions
	90
	69
	57
	66
	63

	Proofs that (ASSPIC only ) proceeded
	2
	2
	2
	2
	3


	Proofs disch.Aug – Dec -Lack of court time
	   5


	Actions raised 1/1/22 to 31/12/22
	3904




	ASSPIC
	2019/20
	2020/21
	2021/2022
	2022/23 YTD

	Number of actions registered during period
	3,220
	
	2,944
	
	3,321
	
	2,714
	 

	Asspic % of National
	40.1
	 
	45.6
	 
	45.9
	 
	48.2
	 


