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Application of this Chapter 
54.1.
 This Chapter applies to an action of reduction.
Craves for suspension and interdict 
54.2.
(1) 
This rule applies to an action that seeks to reduce a document upon which real or personal diligence may proceed.

(2) 
The pursuer may include in the initial writ, in relation to that diligence, craves for suspension and interdict.

Production: objection by defender  
54.3. 
(1) 
This rule applies where a defender objects to satisfying a crave for production of a document sought to be reduced.

(2) The defender must state in the defences—

(a) the grounds of objection; and

(b) any defence on the merits of the action.

(3) The defender is not required to satisfy a crave for production at the time of lodging defences.

(4) Where the sheriff repels or reserves an objection to satisfying a crave for production, the defender must be ordered to satisfy that crave within such period as the sheriff thinks fit.

(5) Where the defender, following that order, lodges in process any document, a motion to hold production satisfied (or satisfied in respect of the document lodged) must also be made.

(6) Where the defender does not comply with that order, the pursuer may make a motion for decree by default.

Production: no objection by defender 
54.4.
(1) 
This rule applies where a defender does not state an objection to satisfying a crave for production of a document sought to be reduced.

(2) The defender must, when lodging defences—

(a) lodge in process any such document in the defender’s possession or control; and

(b) make a motion to hold production satisfied (or satisfied in respect of the document lodged).

(3) If the defender does not do so, the pursuer may make a motion for decree by default.

Production: pursuer to satisfy
54.5.
(1) 
This rule applies where the pursuer has possession or control of a document in respect of which reduction is craved.

(2) The pursuer must lodge that document in process with the initial writ.

(3) The sheriff may, at any stage, order the pursuer to satisfy a crave for production of a document sought to be reduced.

(4) Where the pursuer does not comply with that order, the defender may make a motion for dismissal.

(5) When lodging a document under subparagraph (2) or (3), the pursuer must make a motion to hold production satisfied (or satisfied in respect of the document lodged).
Production: joint minute for reduction
54.6.
(1) 
This rule applies where—

(a) a crave for production has not been satisfied, and

(b) parties enter into a joint minute in terms of which the decree of reduction is to be pronounced.

(2) The document to be reduced must be lodged in process with the joint minute.

(3) The terms of the joint minute must be sufficient to enable the sheriff to hold the crave for production satisfied.

Production: satisfaction by a copy
54.7.
The sheriff may, with the consent of the parties, hold production to be satisfied by a copy of the document sought to be reduced.


