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Application of this Chapter 
53.1.
 This Chapter applies to an action of proving the tenor.
Parties 
53.2.
(1) 
The pursuer must call as a defender every person who (so far as known to the pursuer) has an interest in the document to be proved.

(2) 
Where only the pursuer has such an interest, the pursuer must call the Lord Advocate as a defender, as representing the public interest.

Supporting evidence  
53.3. 
When lodging an initial writ, the pursuer must lodge in process supporting documentary evidence of the tenor of the document to be proved, so far as in the possession or control of the pursuer.
Undefended actions 
53.4.
(1) 
This rule applies where no notice of intention to defend has been lodged.

(2) Evidence is to be given by affidavit unless the sheriff otherwise directs.

(3) The pursuer may apply for decree by minute in Form 53.4.

(4) The sheriff may, on consideration of that minute, supporting documentary evidence and affidavits, without requiring appearance—

(a) grant decree in terms of the minute; or

(b) remit the cause for further procedure (including proof by parole evidence).

