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MINUTES
SCOTTISH COURT SERVICE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING:  

MONDAY 13 MAY 2013, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, EDINBURGH
Present:
Rt Hon Lord Gill, Lord President (Chairman)
Rt Hon Lord Carloway, Lord Justice Clerk

Eric McQueen

Sheriff Principal Alastair Dunlop QC

Sheriff A Grant McCulloch

Hon Lord Bannatyne

Johan Findlay OBE JP

Robert Milligan QC

Tony McGrath 

Elizabeth Carmichael CBE 

Attended:   
Stephen Coulter, Director Planning and Performance, SCS 



Margaret Peattie, Secretariat Business Manager, SCS, (Minutes)
Apologies:
Sheriff Iona McDonald
Mark Higgins

Debbie Crosbie

The Chairman thanked members for attending this special meeting called under SCS Standing Orders to discuss one agenda item.

 1.
Future Court Structures (SCS/May13/18)
1.1
Following the last meeting of the Board, the SCS submitted its proposals on Future Court Structures to the Cabinet Secretary for Justice, who had now indicated his agreement.  Implementation of recommendations for court closures is regulated by statute and Scottish Ministers require the consent of the SCS before Orders are made and laid in Parliament.
1.2
Before consent could be given, the SCS was required to consult such persons as it considered appropriate and the Executive had sought the views of the judiciary, the TUS, the Crown and Procurator Fiscal Service, Police Scotland, Chief Executives of local authorities in whose areas courts were being considered for closure, Victim Support Scotland and local faculties for courts which were either being recommended for closure or would receive the business from those courts.  The consultation period had now closed.
1.3
The Board considered the responses received and noted that no points had been raised in relation to any courts recommended for closure that had not already been submitted in response to the comprehensive public consultation exercise which closed in December 2012.  It was agreed that SCS should consent to the terms of the Orders as requested by the Cabinet Secretary for Justice.
Scottish Court Service

May 2013
