Minute of Meeting

A meeting of the Edinburgh Sheriff Court Personal Injury Users Group was held in the Level 5 Conference Room at Edinburgh Sheriff Court on 5 June 2018 at 4.15pm
Present:

Sheriff Fife – Chair

Sheriff Reith QC

Sheriff Weir QC

Les McIntosh – Sheriff Clerk 

Fiona Pryke – PI Clerk and Secretary

Katie Carmichael, Clyde & CO

Peter Crooks, Lanarkshire Accident Law

Gordon Dalyell, on behalf of Simon Hammond, Digby Brown
Ian Leach, BLM

David McNaughtan, Advocate
Campbell Normand, on behalf of John Maillie, DAC Beachcroft

Richard Poole, Thorntons Law

Bruce Shields on behalf of behalf of Andrew Henderson, Thompsons

Michael Stewart on behalf of Norma Shippin, Civil Legal Office
Catriona Whyte, Scottish Legal Aid Board
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	 Apologies

Sheriff McGowan, Sheriff Braid, Sheriff Liddle, Garry Rendall, Simon Hammond, Andrew Henderson, John Maillie and Norma Shippin. 
Minute of Previous Meeting

Approved
Matters Arising, not otherwise on agenda

(a) Warranting Writs

Some concerns expressed about delays in relation to warranting writs. Example given of waiting a number of weeks for a warranted writ.  

Members advised that the target for registering and warranting new actions is 48-72 hours allowing for staff annual leave and unforeseen factors such as high number of time barring writs being presented at public counter or a writ having to be considered by a sheriff.

(b) Processing PIAS forms
Delays in processing PIAS causing some concerns, as on occasion a number of weeks have elapsed between lodging of document and receipt of interlocutor and in the absence of interlocutor, a perceived failure to obtemper timetables and the risk of By Order Hearing being assigned.  

FP explained that backlogs can sometimes occur due to annual leave and ongoing training of newer members of staff. In the event of a backlog, priority is given to those cases with impending hearings. Assurance provided that when weekly reports are run in relation to failure to lodge Records or Pre-Trial Minutes, the clerk cross references the reports and any unprocessed PIAS and motions to ensure unnecessary hearings are not assigned. 
Filing of Documents lodged in process
BLM and Digby Brown court runners reporting that documents lodged at the public counter, including minutes of tender, are been misplaced or lost. 
FP advised that documents not lost but might be misfiled. A new system has been implemented with a view to minimising the risk of documents being misplaced. New system to be monitored and re-evaluated as necessary.
Sanction for Counsel
Sheriffs present in agreement that final interlocutors including sanction for counsel should reflect the terms of the joint minute but views of all PI sheriffs are to be canvassed to have a consensus.

FP to bring issue to attention of staff and arrange additional training as necessary.
Court Rolls

LM advised that ongoing updates and IT changes to ICMS have occasionally affected the court rolls and the information provided.

The issue is being looked into and an update to address issue is anticipated. Situation to be monitored and follow up provided at next meeting. Members encouraged to notify FP of any glitches with Court Rolls without delay.
Court Statistics 

Sheriff Fife reported that approximately 11,000 interlocutors were prepared and issued by ASSPIC in the last 12 months all whilst continuing to identify ways to improve processes, provide staff training and an improved service to users.
Unopposed Specifications 

Sheriff McGowan wishes to explore the possibility of extending the signing powers of PI Clerks in relation to unopposed motions and in particular extending categories for specifications of documents. The aim is to allow quicker approval and issue of interlocutors granting commission and diligence. This would be following consultation with members. 
PI Clerks would be provided with detailed instructions/ checklist and subject to review by PI sheriff. Sheriff McGowan to update next meeting.  

Opposed Motions

Sheriff McGowan has been exploring various options in relation to the programming and disposal of opposed motions. It is hoped that a proposal will be available within a matter of weeks. 

AOCB
Documents being presented on double sided paper 

Members advised that double sided documents, including Initial Writs, will be allowed. This is restricted to ASSPIC at this time.
GDPR
Noted that some members had been experiencing issues such as emails and attachments being returned following the changes to the law on data protection as of Friday 25 May 2018. Further information to be provided and passed to IT, if appropriate, although the issues may due to members’ internal systems.

Digital Productions Pilot

Members were asked for their views on the Digital Productions pilot that has been in operation since 5 March 2018 and general feedback from those participating in the pilot was positive. 
Date of next meeting

4 September 2018 at 4.15pm
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Agenda

Personal Injury User Group Meeting – Tuesday 5 June 2018 at 4:15pm in Level 5 Conference Room











1. Apologies






2. Minute of previous meeting 

3. Matters arising, not otherwise on agenda
4. Filing of documents lodged in process: Ian Leach/Simon Hammond
5. Sanction for counsel: form of interlocutor: Katie Carmichael: final interlocutors granting sanction for the employment of counsel for the whole of the cause, when the joint minute and motion made reference to certain parts of the process only. 
6. Court rolls: Katie Carmichael: Rolls available on the Scottish Courts website used to display details of all parties' agents. The rolls now only specify pursuer's agents. Might it be possible to include details of all parties' agents?
7. Court statistics – brief report: Sheriff McGowan
8. Unopposed specifications: Sheriff McGowan: can we extend categories where interlocutor may be signed by clerk rather than sheriff?
9. Opposed motions: ongoing review of arrangements: Sheriff McGowan
10. AOCB

11. Date of next meeting

