Agenda

Personal Injury User Group Meeting – 5 December 2017 at 4:15pm in Level 5 Conference Room











1. Apologies









2. Minute of previous meeting 

3. Matters arising, not otherwise on agenda

4. Signature of pre-trial minutes (Sheriff McGowan – see attached; guidance to this effect has been issued to users)
5. Taxations  - update (Les MacIntosh); and feedback from users on new arrangements
6. Specification of Documents: recovery of earnings information (Sheriff McGowan – see attached email) 
7. Procedural Court (David McNaughtan – see attached email). 
8. Lodging documents in digital format – progress report (Gail Edwards)  
9. Extension of notes of evidence: (Sheriff McGowan: see OCR 29.18(6))
10. AOCB

11. Date of next meeting

Minute of Meeting

A meeting of the Edinburgh Sheriff Court Personal Injury Users Group was held in the Level 5 Conference Room at Edinburgh Sheriff Court on 5 December 2017 at 4.15pm
Present:
Sheriff McGowan – Chair

Sheriff Braid

Sheriff Fife

Sheriff Reith QC

Les McIntosh – Civil Dept Head

Gail Edwards – Civil HEO

Garry Rendall – PI Depute

Katie Carmichael – Clyde & Co

Bruce Shields – Thompsons

Peter Crooks – Lanarkshire Accident Law

Greg MacDougall - BLM

Simon Hammond – Digby Brown

Norma Shippin – Civil Legal Office

David McNaughtan – Faculty of Advocates

John Maillie – DAC Beachcroft

Catriona Whyte – Scottish Legal Aid Board

Richard Poole – Thorntons Law
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	Apologies

Ian Leach – BLM

Andrew Henderson – Thompsons

Sheriff Liddle

Sheriff Mackie
Minute of Previous Meeting

Norma Shippin asked for the name ‘Stefi Rinaldi’ to be amended to ‘Stephanie Rinaldi’ in the previous PIUG minutes.
Accepted
Matters Arising
None

Signature of pre-trial minutes - Sheriff McGowan has issued guidance to agents regarding the signing of pre-trial minutes.
Taxations – ASSPIC have introduced new lodging processes for accounts of taxation. The new process has been running for 3 weeks and ASSPIC will continue to monitor the new process and feedback to users.
Specification of Documents: recovery of earnings Information – PIUG members are in agreement with Sh McGowan’s proposal. The court is now awaiting a response from APIL and FOIL regarding the proposal and will feedback to users. In the meantime any PI2 specification seeking wage record past 26 weeks post-accident must make relevant averments.
Procedural court – The court of 28 November was discussed with users regarding the spill over of opposed motions. The assigning of opposed motions are to be monitored by the court and a new proposal on the assigning of opposed motion hearings will be considered and communicated to user if appropriate.
Lodging documents in digital format – users will be sent joining request with guidance. The pilot will be anticipated to begin at the start of 2018. Users will be given one username and there will be no restriction on the number of users participating in the pilot. 
Extension of notes of evidence – The expenses of the transcript of the record of evidence in part heard proofs will be borne by both parties in equal proportions as per Rule 29.18(6). 

AOCB
Forms G11A and G11B – These should be being sent to other parties as this is stated within the OCR.
Allocation of public holidays – public holidays are covered by statute therefore the user group would have no influence over them.

Pre-medical appointment offers to settle - Sheriff McGowan said that this was in the hands of agents and arguments about it must be decided on a case by case basis. Until this is brought before the court the court cannot have any influence.
Appropriate time to approach the court regarding uplift in fees – Peter Crooks mentioned that he would forward on a practice note which deals with the matter from South Strathclyde, Dumfries and Galloway.

Pre-litigation expenses - Sheriff McGowan had discussed this with APIL and FOIL. The court has no power over this until an action is raised. The Civil Justice Council are currently discussing this and Sheriff McGowan will keep in contact with APIL and FOIL.  
Date of next meeting

6 March 2018 at 4.15pm
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