	Form 31B
	Notice to Child of Application for Review of Grounds Determination under the Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act 2011)

	Rule 3.4(1)(h)
	Court ref. no.:



	Dear [insert name by which child is known],

I am writing to tell you that the sheriff has been asked to look again at the decision that [he or she]* made on [insert date], which found that [insert details in simple terms of the grounds determination]. You are to stay [at home/where you are]* at present.

The application to the sheriff has been made by [insert in simple language the person making the application]. That person thinks that before making the grounds determination the sheriff should have considered [insert in simple language the evidence that was not considered by the sheriff and why]. The sheriff would like to hear your views about what you would like to happen before making a decision.
*[So that you can tell the sheriff what you think, you need to go and see the sheriff on [insert date] at [insert time] at [insert name and address of sheriff court]. It is very important that you turn up on this date. You can take someone like a friend, parent, a teacher or a social worker with you to see the sheriff and to support you. Alternatively, you can ask a lawyer to come with you and tell the sheriff your views. If you think you would like to go to see the sheriff it is usually best to talk it over with a lawyer.] OR 

*[The sheriff has said that you do not have to attend the hearing on [insert date] at [insert time] at [insert name and address of sheriff court], but if you want to go along to hear what is said at the hearing then you can. If you do not want to go to court then you can still let the sheriff know what you think by filling in the attached form or you can write down what you want to say on a separate sheet of paper and send them back in the enclosed stamped addressed envelope before the date on which the sheriff is to hear the application, which is at the end of this letter. Alternatively, you can ask a lawyer to go to the hearing to tell the sheriff your views.

REMEMBER that someone like a friend or teacher can help you to fill in the form or write down your views. If you return the form it will be given to the sheriff and, if the sheriff needs more information, he or she will ask the sheriff clerk who works with the sheriff to contact you about this.]
If you are unsure about what to do you can get free legal advice from a Lawyer or Local Advice Agency or Law Centre. The Scottish Child Law Centre can refer you to specially trained lawyers who can help you. They give advice on their free phone number (0800 328 8970) any time between 9.30am and 4.00pm Monday to Friday.
You will see that, along with this letter, there is a copy of the application to the sheriff, and the sheriff’s order fixing the hearing. If you decide to get advice, or to ask someone to go with you to see the sheriff, make sure that you give them a copy of the application and the sheriff’s order.

………………………………………….

………………………………..

(Signed)

(Date)

(*delete as appropriate)
To the Sheriff Clerk:

I would like the Sheriff to know what I have to say before he or she makes a decision (write what you want to say here, or you can use a separate sheet of paper):

Your Name:

Your Address:

Court Reference Number (if you know it):




