Minute of Meeting
WebEx at Edinburgh Sheriff Court held a meeting of the Edinburgh Sheriff Court Personal Injury Users Group on 14 June 2022 at 4.15pm
Present:
Sheriff Fife, Chair 
Sheriff Campbell QC
Sheriff Keir
Sheriff Dickson
Sheriff Mundy
Andrew Lothian, FOIL
Kate Bennett, Advocate
Natalie Gibb, Clyde & Co
Greg McDougall, BLM Solicitors
Simon Hammond, Digby Brown Solicitors
Morag Shepherd, NHS Central Legal Office
Richard Poole, Thorntons Law
Gordon Tolland, SLAB
Bruce Shields, Thompsons Solicitors
Elaine Wilson, Senior Executive Officer, Edinburgh Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Court
Garry Rendall, Higher Executive Officer, Edinburgh Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Court
Daniel Malloy, PI Clerk
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	Apologies

Catherine Currie, BTO and Peter Crooks, Lanarkshire Accident Law
Sheriff Fife welcomed back Garry Rendall to a PIUG meeting in his role as meeting host and mentioned that Fiona Pryke would return in this role at the next meeting.

Sheriff Fife also welcomed Morag Shepherd from NHS Central Legal Office to her first PIUG meeting.
Minute of Previous Meeting
No amendments were proposed. The minutes were approved.

Matters Arising from Minutes not otherwise on the Agenda

No matters


Objective Connect/Civil Online

Elaine Wilson (EW) confirmed it was business as usual with Objective Connect (OC) and encouraged everyone to continue lodging large documents onto OC workspaces. EW mentioned that some PIUG members had been working alongside Garry White to explore the lodging of large documents on the online portal. This is currently undergoing testing and Garry White is hopeful that PIUG members will continue to assist with this testing, as ASSPIC generally having large files. 

EW also encouraged members to use Civil Online and to get on board with familiarising with how to work Civil Online before it is mandated. EW mentioned that the developers are currently working on allowing documents such as e-motions to lodge on Civil Online.

Simon Hammond confirmed that he had spoken with Gary White and had been part of the testing. Garry White wants Digby Brown to lodge documents on both OC and Civil Online even in ASSPIC cases.

Stats update between: February 2022 – April 2022
Writs warranted – 898
Motions lodged – 2910
Opposed motions lodged – 60
Proofs/PBAs/debates proceeded – 14  (approx. 1 per week) 

Sheriff Fife said that he planned to spend some time on stats to address an email from Andrew Lothian on behalf of FOIL requesting more statistical information be provided. 

The annual total for new actions has a continuing trend of around 3000 new actions raised each year. From 2021 to 2022, there had been some increase with 3321 actions raised. 

Sheriff Fife did not believe there had been any significant increase in new actions following QOCS. 

Andrew Lothian confirmed this was one of the reasons for asking for more statistical information. He noted anecdotally that it might be hard to tell if QOCS was having an impact on the number of cases raised. Simon Hammond and Bruce Shields both confirmed that QOCS had not had an impact from their experience. 

Sheriff Fife confirmed that a copy of the latest stats would be sent out with the draft agenda to members before each PUIG meeting.

Sheriff Fife provided information on the number of PI cases raised across Scotland to compare with ASSPIC numbers. ASSPIC currently attracts about 50% of PI cases across Scotland. When ASSPIC was set- up, it was anticipated ASSPIC would attract up to 75-80% of all PI cases. That had not happened, although the recent trend was a modest increase. 

Approximately 500 PI cases were raised in the Sheriffdom of Lothian and Borders in the last year (350 Edinburgh). 

Simon Hammond said that Glasgow Sheriff Court currently had a substantial backlog which is a factor in deciding where an action is raised by Digby Brown. Richard Poole from Thorntons added that they try to use ASSPIC as much as possible.

Andrew Lothian said he was surprised that the figure was as low as 50% in ASSPIC and that he would be happy to work with EW in looking at this topic in further detail. 

On interlocutors, Sheriff Fife added that ASSPIC are currently processing interlocutors from the day before which was very good news.


Civil Jury Trials

Sheriff Fife gave an overview of what goes into accommodating a civil jury trial from the court’s perspective.

Elaine Wilson confirmed that the decommissioning of cinemas is scheduled to begin from late July. Juries will be back in live court.  

Webex Hearings/Proofs

Natalie Gibb asked how likely it was that ASSPIC would return to live proofs. 

This prompted a lively discussion. The consensus of the meeting was that ASSPIC should return to live proofs. EW confirmed the court could now accommodate live proofs. 

Sheriff Fife will follow up with the Sheriff Principal as soon as possible, then update the Guidance: WebEx and hybrid proofs will be on cause shown, with the default being live proofs.


Procedural Court

No matters.


AOCB

Sheriff Fife confirmed that Sheriff Primrose QC has been designated a PI Sheriff on an informal basis. 

Simon Hammond asked about hard copy productions being sent to witnesses. Sheriff Fife explained that solicitors should use their discretion with only productions that the witnesses require to be in hard copy. 

Sheriff Fife mentioned that everyone had been given an updated list of the current PIUG members. Garry Rendall confirmed that the updated list is on the SCTS website.  


Date of next meeting

The next meeting will take place on 13 September 2022 at 4:15 pm.
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Personal Injury User Group Meeting – Tuesday, 14 June 2022 at 4:15pm via WebEx
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5. Stats update
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