


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]



Looking at ways to widen taking part in Jury Service
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	The Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service have issued a report called Enabling Jury Service.
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	The report is about helping more people with impairments or disabilities to take part in jury service. It looks at the help they might need to be on a jury.
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	· A jury is a group of people.
· Jury service means to be on a jury.
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	The jury listens to what is being said in the court and decides what they think happened.
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	A lot of people and groups have helped with the report. 
· They talked about what reasonable changes could be made to help more people take part in a jury.
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	There are a few Recommendations in the report. 
· These are the ideas which people think will help the most but they have not been put in place yet.


	
	Some of the recommendations are set out below. 

	   [image: Paperwork - send a letter]
	· If you get a letter asking you to be on a jury it will ask if you need any help. 
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	· The letter will ask you to tell the court as soon as you can about any help you need to be on a jury. 
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	· Updating the information we already have about being on a jury.
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	· This information will be put on our website in suitable formats. 
www.scotcourtstribunals.gov.uk

	           
                  [image: Information BS 8501 6001]
	Suitable formats means information set up in ways which help people. For example people with hearing or sight difficulties.
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	· Someone being available at the court who can talk with you about help you may need to be on a jury and explaining what assistance we may be able to provide.
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	· Making changes for easier access when court buildings are being improved.
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	· This will include easier access to courtrooms and jury boxes and jury rooms.
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	· Adding equipment to jury rooms to improve hearing for all members of the jury. 
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	· Looking at different equipment which could help people with hearing or sight difficulties to be on a jury.
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	There are other
Recommendations.
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	These might need the law to be changed before they can happen.
They are set out below.
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	· Making it possible for an interpreter to be in the jury room. 
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	· Making it possible for a helper to be in the jury room. 
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	· Allowing the judge to make the final decision on the suitability of a case for any person who needs assistance. 
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	This report is mostly about making it easier for people with hearing or sight difficulties to be on a jury.
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	We are looking at how to make these changes and we plan to have things in place by April 2019.
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	The report says we also need to look at helping other people to be on a jury in the future. 
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	For example people who have mental health issues.
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	As well as people who have learning difficulties.
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	Also people whose first language is not English.
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