	Form  6.1

	Determination

	
	

	SHERIFFDOM OF (name of sheriffdom) AT (name of sheriff court)
                                                     

	Court ref: (ref)

	DETERMINATION OF SHERIFF (name)

	UNDER THE INQUIRIES INTO FATAL ACCIDENTS AND SUDDEN DEATHS ETC. (SCOTLAND) ACT 2016

	IN THE

	INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH OF (deceased)

	DETERMINATION

	The Sheriff having considered the information presented at the inquiry, determines in terms of section 26 of the Act that:–

	(Set out the name of the deceased, date of birth, residence, date, place and time of death).

	In terms of section 26(2)(a) (set out when and where the death occurred).

	In terms of section 26(2)(b) (set out when and where any accident resulting in the death occurred).

	In terms of section 26(2)(c) (set out the cause or causes of the death)

	[In terms of section 26(2)(d) (set out the cause or causes of any accident resulting in the death).

	In terms of section 26(2)(e) (set out any precautions which (i) could reasonably have been taken, and (ii) had they been taken, might realistically have resulted in the death, or any accident resulting in the death, being avoided),

	In terms of section 26(2)(f) (if applicable, set out any defects in any system of working which contributed to the death or any accident resulting in the death),

	In terms of section 26(2)(g) (set out any other facts which are relevant to the circumstances of the death).]

	RECOMMENDATIONS

	In terms of section 26(1)(b) (set out such recommendations (if any) as to (a) the taking of reasonable precautions, (b) the making of improvements to any system of working, (c) the introduction of a system of working, (d) the taking of any other steps, which might realistically present other deaths in similar circumstances, as the sheriff considers appropriate.) (If there are no recommendations this should be narrated.) (Set out clearly the persons to whom the recommendations are addressed).

	NOTE

	INTRODUCTION

	(The introduction should include the following information:–

	The fact that the inquiry was held under the Act into the death of the deceased, who should be named.

	The date that the death was reported to COPFS.

	The date(s) of preliminary hearings and inquiry hearings.

	The details of the representatives of the participants of the inquiry.

	The details of the witnesses).

	THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK

	(This section should:–

	Narrate that an inquiry was held under section 1 of the Act.

	Narrate that the inquiry is governed by these Rules.

	State the purpose of an inquiry under section 1(3) of the Act.

	Set out the matters which should be covered in the determination under section 26.

	Explain that the procurator fiscal represents the public interest, that an inquiry is an inquisitorial process and it is not the purpose of an inquiry to establish civil or criminal liability.)

	SUMMARY

	(Set out the facts.

	Set out the submissions made to the sheriff by the participants at the inquiry.)

	DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

	(Discussion based upon the information presented and conclusions drawn.)

	[ANY OTHER INFORMATION, OBSERVATION OR COMMENT]

	(Optional)

	SIGNED


	
	(signature of sheriff)

	
	(place and date)


