Agenda

Personal Injury User Group Meeting – Tuesday 27 March 2018 at 4:15pm in Level 5 Conference Room











1. Apologies









2. Minute of previous meeting 

3. Matters arising, not otherwise on agenda

4. Taxations: feedback from users on arrangements
5. Specification of Documents: unopposed specifications for recovery of documents in hands of or under control of party to action: Sheriff McGowan – see Appendix 1 
6. Lodging documents in digital format – pilot: Sheriff McGowan 

7. Court statistics – brief report: Sheriff McGowan; can "abuse" be added as a type of action to be recorded in the statistics.
8. Format of PI1, SC 3: Richard Poole – Appendix 2; correct designation of incorporated companies in the instance: Simon Hammond
9. Joint Minutes: Richard Poole – Appendix 3
10. Opposed motions: ongoing review of arrangements: Sheriff McGowan

11. Update on ongoing dispute regarding the payment of outlays and certification of experts in cases that have settled pre-litigation: Simon Hammond
12. AOCB

13. Date of next meeting

Minute of Meeting

A meeting of the Edinburgh Sheriff Court Personal Injury Users Group was held in the Level 5 Conference Room at Edinburgh Sheriff Court on 27 March 2018 at 4.15pm
Present:
Sheriff McGowan – Chair

Sheriff Liddle

Les McIntosh – Civil Dept Head

Tara McNamara – PI Depute
Garry Rendall – PI Depute

Katie Carmichael – Clyde & Co

Bruce Shields for Andrew Henderson – Thompsons

Peter Crooks – Lanarkshire Accident Law

Shirley Wyles for Ian Leach – BLM

Simon Hammond – Digby Brown

Michael Stewart for Norma Shippin – Civil Legal Office

David McNaughtan – Faculty of Advocates

Claire Newcombe for John Maillie – DAC Beachcroft

Catriona Whyte – Scottish Legal Aid Board

Richard Poole – Thorntons Law
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iv)

	Apologies

Sheriff Braid, Sheriff Reith, Sheriff Fife, Sheriff Mackie, Fiona Pryke, Norma Shippin, Ian Leach, Andrew Henderson, John Maillie and Catriona Whyte
Minute of Previous Meeting

Approved
Matters Arising
No matters arising
Taxation
Feedback from agents and ASSPIC suggests the situation has improved and there are no major concerns at present.
Specification of documents

New guidance has been passed to the PI deputes which it is hoped will mean that more motions for commission and diligence can be approved by Clerks, thereby decreasing the proportion of them which need consideration and approval by a sheriff. The aim is to allow quicker approval and issue of interlocutors granting commission and diligence. 
Lodging documents in digital format
There have been teething problems but these should be ironed out during the pilot period. Clyde & Co are currently working through their own due diligence before entering the pilot. Digby Brown raised concerns regarding intimation of digital productions. Parties may need to deal with this themselves. A question was raised regarding cases which have multiple defenders, one of whose agents are not signed up for the pilot. This is a problem which will be tackled if the situation arises.
Court statistics 
The number of motions to vary the timetable has decreased but given the seasonal variations in the number of motions generally, it is too soon to say whether the effect is attributable to the changes in the timetable made by Practice Note. This will be kept under review. 

Enquiries will be made to establish whether the case type ‘other’ can be broken down further to include more detail, such as the addition of ‘abuse’  the case management system.
Format of PI1
The jurisdiction statement at number 3 should include reference to the All Scotland Sheriff Personal Injury Court, in line with the Form PI1. 
A question was raised regarding the incorporation details of companies convened as parties. Sheriff McGowan expressed the view that the inclusion of appropriate details as per the standard styles was appropriate (see e.g. Greens Litigation Styles, Vol I, A22 – A27).  
Joint minutes
The question was raised regarding the lodging of pre-trial minutes electronically and it was decided that, as they do not come attached to a motion, only hard copy pre-trial minutes with original signatures would be accepted by the court.
Opposed motions
The way in which opposed motions are dealt with remains under review. Sheriff McGowan is considering a number of options including whether timetabling of opposed motions is feasible.  
Update on outlay and certification of cases that have settled pre-litigation
This issue has now been taken up by the SCJC PI Committee. Sheriff McGowan will report on this when there are developments.  
AOCB
PIUG Agendas and Minutes 

A request was made that publication of these be brought up to date scotcourts.gov.uk website. Sheriff McGowan confirmed that this would be done.  

Documents being presented on double sided paper – Sheriff McGowan will check the provenance of the rule and feedback. 
Enrolling paper motions where one or more parties have neither opted in or opted out of the e-motions scheme – Paper motions will be accepted by the court if any party to the action has failed to either  opt in or opt out of the e-motion scheme.   
Motions for variations of timetables which seek an award of expenses – Motions which deal matters such as the variation of timetables but which also seek a ruling on expenses will be processed by the court but only if the question of expenses is expressly dealt with in the body of the motion. A motion which contains supporting submissions about expenses (in paragraph 7 of Form G6A) but nothing about expenses in the body of the motion (in paragraph 6 of Form G6A)   is not in proper form. 
Date of next meeting

5 June 2018 at 4.15pm
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